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INSTRUMENT TITLE: Medical Outcomes Study (MOS) Social Support Survey  
 

 

SOURCE ARTICLE: Kim, S., Ouellet, L. J., Mazza, J., & Spaulding, A. C. (2017). Rasch 

Analysis and Differential Item Functioning of a Social Support Measure in Jail Inmates With 

HIV Infection. Evaluation & the health professions, 40(1), 33-60.  

 

Original Scale: Sherbourne, C., & Stewart, A. (1991). The MOS social support survey. Social 

Science & Medicine, 32, 705–714. 
 
 
 

POPULATION: Women, men, HIV-positive, incarcerated adults 
 

 

RESPONSE OPTIONS: Please see attached 

 

 

SCORING: An overall functional social support index can be obtained by calculating the 

average of the scores for all 18 items included in the four subscales and the score for the one 

additional item. A higher score for an individual subscale or for the overall support index 

indicates better perceived social support. 

 

  

SURVEY ITEMS: Please see attached 

 
 
RELIABILITY INFORMATION: Cronbach’s α= 0.90 
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VALIDITY INFORMATION: Convergent validity and known groups validity were both 

assessed. Factor analysis confirmed that this measure is unidimensional. 
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