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INSTRUMENT TITLE:  Timeline Followback Spousal Violence Interview (TLFB-SV) 
 
 
SOURCE ARTICLE:  
 
Fals-Stewart, W., Birchler, G. R., & Kelley, M. L. (2003). The timeline followback spousal 
violence interview to assess physical aggression between intimate partners: Reliability and 
validity. Journal of Family Violence, 18(3), 131-142. 
 
 
POPULATION:  
 
Men/women (couples), heterosexuals, patients (spousal violence outpatient treatment program), 
African American 
 
 
RESPONSE OPTIONS:  
 
[This instrument has already been formatted by the author. Please see attached.]  
 
 
SCORING:  
 
Four violence subscales are derived from the TLFB-SV: Male-to-Female Proportion of Days of 
Any Violence, Female-to-Male Proportion of Days of Any Violence, Male-to-Female Proportion 
of Days of Severe Violence, and Female-to-Male Proportion of days of Severe Violence.  
 
Subscales are calculated by taking the number of days of a given type of violence and dividing 
by the number of days in the target interval that partners had any face-to-face contact.  
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SURVEY ITEMS:  
 
 [This instrument has already been formatted by the author. Please see attached.]  
 
 
RELIABILITY INFORMATION:  
 
Test-retest reliability:  
 
- Responses across two interviews were compared. ICC values ranged from 0.91 to 1.0 (all 
ps<0.01) 
- Day-to-day agreement was examined by calculating Yule’s Y and percent agreement values; 
percent agreement values ranged from 94.4 to 98.3 and Yule’s Y values ranged from 0.90 to 
0.96.  
 
 
VALIDITY INFORMATION:  
 
Types of validity assessed:  
 
- Criterion-related validity (CTS, Dyadic Adjustment Scale, Areas of Change Questionnaire, 
Response to Conflict Scale) 
- Discriminant validity  
 
  



	
	
	

	



	


